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3 fations, 1 indy kces.us earneſſf to. beſe very indayidual.ir 1 
folemn manner, to conſider the end and 2 of the meaſdres they 
are promoting; and on the moſt impartial enquiry into the ſtate of their 


o 
2 


by 


minds, carefully to examine whether they are acting in the fears of God, 
and in conformity to the precepts and doctrine of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
whom we profeſs to believe 1 in, and that by him alone \ we. expect to be 


faved from our fins. 


- 3 
— 


Mat, Vit. 12. 


Daniel iv. 27. 


James 111. 17s 


the bleſſings he pronounced to the makers of peace, Mat. v. 9. 


E 


The calamities and afflictions which now ſurround us ſhould, as we 
apprehend, affect every mind with the moſt awful conſideration of the 
difpenſations of Divine Providence to mankind in general in former 
ages, and that as the fins and iniquities of the people ſubjected them to 
grievous ſufferings, the ſame cauſes ſtill produce the like effects. 


The inhabitants of theſe proyinceg were long ſignally favoured with 
peace and plenty: Have the returns of true thankfulneſs been generally 
manifeſt? Have integrity and godly ſimplicity been maintained, and 
religiouſly regarded? Hath a religious care to do juſtly, love mercy, 
and walk humbly, been evident? Hath the precept of Chriſt, to do 
unto others as we would they ſhouid do unto us, been the governing 
rule of our conduct? Hath an upright impartial deſire to prevent the 
{lavery and oppreſſion of our fellow-men, and to reftore them to their 
natural right, to true chriſtian liberty, been cheriſhed and encouraged ? 
Or have pride, wantonneſs, luxury, profaneneſs, a partial ſpirit, and 
forgetfulneſg of the goodneſs and mercies of God, become lamentably 
prevalent ?- Have we not, therefare, abundant occafion to break off from 
our ſins by righteouſneſs, and our iniquities by ſhewing mercy to the 
poor; and with true contrition and abaſement of ſoul, to humble our- 
ſelves, and ſupplicate the Almighty Preſerver of men, to ſhew favour, 


and te renew unto us a ſtate of tranquillity and peace? 


It is our fervent deſire that this may ſoon appear to be the pious reſo- 
lution of the people in general, of all ranks and denominations : then 
may we have a well grounded hope, that wiſdem from above, which is 
pure, peaceable, and full of mercy and good fruits, will preſide and 
govern in the deliberations of thoſe who, in theſe perilous times, under- 
take the tranſaction of the moſt important publick affairs; and that by 
their ſteady care and endeavours, conſtantly to act under the influences 
of this. wiſdom, thoſe of inferior ſtations will be incited diligently to 

urſue thoſe meaſures which make for peace, and tend to the reconci- 
—— of contending. parties, on principles dictated by the ſpirit of 
Chriſt, who “ came not to lcrey men's lives, but to fave them.“ 


Luke ix. 56. 


| We are ſo fully aſſured that theſe principles are the moſt certain and 
effectual means of preventing the extreme miſery and deſolations of wars 
and bloodſhed, that we are conſtrained to intreat all who profeſs faith in 
Chriſt, to manifeſt that they really believe in him, and deſire to obtain. 


His 


EF. 
His ſpirit ever leads to ſeek for and improve every opportunity of 
promoting peace and reconciliation ; and conſtantly to remember that as 
we really confide in him, he can, in his own time, change the hearts 


of all men in ſuch manner, that the way to obtain it, hath been often 
opened contrary to every human proſpect or expectation. 


May we, therefore, heartily and ſincerely unite in ſupplications to the 
Father of Mercies, to grant the plentiful effuſions of his Spirit to all, 
and in an eſpecial manner to thoſe in ſuperior ſtations, , that they may 
with ſincerity, guard againſt and reject all ſuch meaſures and councils, 


as may increaſe and * the diſcord, animoſities, and unhappy 
contentions which now ſorrowfully abound. 


We cannot but, with diſtreſſed minds, beſeech all ſuch in the moſt 
ſolemn and awful manner, to conſider that, if by their acting and per- 
ſiſting in a proud, ſelfiſh ſpirit, and not regarding the dictates of true 
wiſdom, - ſuch meaſures are purſued as tend to the ſhedding of innocent 
blood ; in the day when they and all men ſhall appear at the judgment- 
ſeat of Chriſt, to receive a reward according to their works, they will 
be excluded from his favour, and their portion will be in everlaſting 
miſery. See Mat. xxv. 41. 2 Cor. v. 10. 


The peculiar evidence of divine regard. manifeſted to our anceſtors, 
in the funding and ſettlement of theſe provinces, we have often com- 
memorated, and defire ever to remember, with true thankfulneſs and 
reverent admiration. | 


When we confider—That at the time they were perſecuted and ſub- 
jected to ſevere ſufferings, as a people unworthy of the benefits of 
religious or civil ſociety, the hearts of the king and rulers, under whom 
they thus ſuffered, were inclined to grant them theſe fruitful countries, 
and entruſt them with chart of very ſextenſive powers and privileges. 
— That on their arrival here, *the minds of the natives were inclined to 
receive them with great hoſpitality and friendſhip, and to cede to them 
the moſt valuable part of their land on very eaſy terms. — That while 
the principles of juſtice and mercy continued to preſide, they were 
preſerved in tranquility and peace, free from the deſolating calamities 
of war; and their endeavours were wonderfully bleſſed and proſpered ; 
ſo that the ſaying of the wiſeſt of kings was ſignally verified to them, 
% When a man's ways pleaſe the Lord, he maketh even his enemies to 
be at peace with him.“ Prov. xvi. 7. | 


The 


Ex. X11. 29 & 41. 


XIV. 30. 


2 Kings vi. 17. 


vii. 6. 

xix. 35. 
Eſther 111i. to vii. 
Iſa, xxxvii. 36. 


I 41 


I The benefits, advantages, and favour, we have experienced by our de- 
pendence on, and connection with, the kings and government, under 


which we have enjoyed this happy ſtate, appear to demand from us the 
greateſt circumſpection, care, and conſtant endeavours, to guard againſt 
every attempt to alter, or ſubvert, that dependence and connection. 


The ſcenes lately preſented to our view, and the proſpect before us, 
we are ſenſible, are very diſtreſſing and diſcouraging. And though we 
lament that ſuch amicable meaſures, as have been propoſed, both here 
and in England, for the adjuſtment of the unhappy conteſts ſubſiſting, 


have not yet been effectual; nevertheleſs, we ſhould rejoice to obſerve 
the continuance of mutual peaceable endeavours for effecting a recon- 


Ciliation ; haying grounds to hope that the divine favour and bleſſing 
will attend them. | | | 


* Tt hath ever been our judgment and principle, ſince we were called 
*« to profeſs the Light of Chriſt Jeſus, manifeſted in our conſciences, 
% unto this day, that the ſetting up, and putting down kings and 
«© governments, is God's peculiar prerogative ; for cauſes beſt known 
„ to himſelf : and that it is not our buſineſs to have any hand or 
«« contrivance therein; nor to be bufy- bodies above our ſtation, much 
*« leſs to plot and contrive the ruin, or overturn of any of them; but 
** to pray for the king, and ſafety of our nation, and good of all men; 
« that we may live a peaceable and quiet life, in all godlineſs and 
* honeſty, under the government which God is pleaſed to ſet over us.“ 
Ancient Teſtimony, 1696, in SEWELL's Hiſtory. 


May we therefore firmly unite in the abhorrence of all ſuch writings, 
and meaſures, as evidence a deſire and deſign to break off the happy 
conection we have heretofore enjoyed, with the en of Great 
Britain, and our juſt and neceſſary ſubordination to the king, and thoſe 
who are lawfully placed in authority beer, him; that thus the repeated 
ſolemn declarations, made on this ſubjects in the addreſſes ſent to the 
king, on behalf of the people of America in general, may be confirmed, 
and remain to be our firm and ſincere intentions to obſerve and fulfil. 


Si; ned in and on behalf of a meeting of the Repre tatives of our religious 
teh, in Pennſylvania and New- Jerſey, Lu at Philadelphia, 7 
20th day of the firſt month, 1776. & AP 38 
JOHN PEMBERTON, Clerk. 


